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condensations with alcohols, phenols or aldehydes. For this reason the
authors propose a new definition of alkaloids as “organic compounds
produced in the formation or transformation of protoplasmic substances
(proteins, proteids, phosphatides, etc.} in such a way that the reactive
hydrogen atoms of the basic groups are closed, so that the resulting
products are unable to regenerate the original or to form new proto-
plasmic substances.” The presence of choline and of purine bases in the
molecules of the albumins is ascribed to the action of ammonia on some
of the nitrogen-free intermediate products of photosynthesis. The book
is full of suggestions and deserves a prominent place in every well-equipped
library. H. M. GORDIN.
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